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1Introduction

An essential component of a successful program to feed hungry Ohioans is the ability to leverage 
public-private partnerships for maximum impact. In Ohio today, there is perhaps no better example of 
a public-private partnership than that of the Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance (OASPA).

Formed over 5 years ago, OASPA is a statewide effort to direct Ohio’s surplus of agricultural 
products through the network of foodbanks in our state to ensure that Ohio families have a source 
of nutritious, Ohio-grown/raised, and produced food products. OASPA works with Ohio’s agricultural 
community and commodity groups to provide foodbanks with surplus and unmarketable agricultural 
products at production cost. The program is funded by the Ohio General Assembly and administered 
by the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services.

OASPA is operated by the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks (OASHF) to help our 
organization achieve its goal of working toward a hunger-free Ohio. As Ohio’s largest charitable response 
to hunger, OASHF helps provide food and funding to support the infrastructure of 12 member America’s 
Second Harvest Foodbanks. Last year, Ohio’s foodbanks distributed more than 72 million pounds of 
food and groceries to over 3,000 member charities including food pantries, soup kitchens, homeless 
shelters and other food assistance organizations. Included in the food provided to Ohio families are 
surplus commodity products from over 100 agriculture producers through the OASPA program.

Who is served by this program? 

More than 4 million Ohioans in over 2 million households (duplicated counts) were served by OASHF 
in 2003 alone, covering all 88 Ohio counties. Nearly 4 out of 10 of those individuals served were 
children, 9 out of 10 households had an income below the poverty level and 46% of the households 
included at least one elderly or disabled adult.

In December 2001, OASPA was pleased to add Ohio’s poultry industry to the already existing 
fruit and vegetable commodities participating in the program. This addition is particularly important 
because the addition of eggs and chicken to the Association’s foodbank distribution enabled our 
organization to signifi cantly increase the nutritional intake of the families served. Protein items, which 
are the highest-cost food products for low-income families, were virtually unheard of for emergency 
food assistance programs.

Ohio’s egg producers who participate in OASPA are helping Second Harvest with another important 
project for Ohio’s low-income families.  According to the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks 
annual Hunger in Ohio survey, while 9 out of 10 households in Ohio that use food pantries report 
income at or below the poverty level, 61% of those receive food stamps. To help raise understanding 
and awareness of food stamp eligibility, several participating egg producers have agreed to print Food 
Stamp Eligibility information on egg cartons that are distributed to foodbanks through OASPA. We 
hope this effort will encourage more families who are eligible for food stamps to apply for them.

The food provided through OASPA and other programs 
is a critical component of the network’s ability to provide 
nutritional proteins, fruits and vegetables to the low-income 
children, adults and seniors served. For those Ohioans who 
seek concrete examples of how private industry can work 
closely with state agencies and non-profi t organizations, one 
need look no further than OASPA to see a highly successful 
partnership in action. 

For additional information, please contact:
Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks, 

(614) 221-4336, or go to www.oashf.org.
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The Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance (OASPA) is an innovative collective effort of the 
Ohio General Assembly, the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services, the Ohio Association of 
Second Harvest Foodbanks, member foodbanks and agencies, the agricultural community and local food 
processors. It builds relationships between Ohio’s farm commodity producers, processors, foodbanks, 
and emergency food providers. It is a collaborative effort with the primary goal of providing fresh 
produce and processed food products to clients while improving the capacity of member agencies 
to feed hungry individuals. As a market-clearing initiative, it does not impact the profi ts of the farm 
community, but helps both farmers and foodbanks to make use of surplus commodities.  Benefi ts of 
the program include preventing waste, providing nutritious commodities for foodbanks, and reducing 
losses for farmers and growers. 

 
OASPA was developed through the hard work of the OASPA Advisory Committee, including 

representatives from The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks, the farm community, 
commodity groups, Second Harvest Foodbanks in Ohio, hunger relief organizations, governmental 
programs, and The Ohio State University. Initial legislative efforts netted $1 million to develop this 
hunger-fi ghting effort over a two-year period. The Alliance offi cially began in October of 1999, and 
despite drought conditions, distributed apples, potatoes, tomatoes, and other fresh produce to 
foodbanks, food pantries, and soup kitchens across the state. Today, OASPA is funded at a level of 
$2 million.

In State Fiscal Year 2004, over 11.4 million pounds of fresh produce and agriculture commodities 
were distributed to hungry Ohioans through this program. However, the real success of OASPA can 
be seen in the excitement of foodbankers when they receive great produce, and in the satisfaction 

of clients who receive quality, nutritious products. In testimony to 
the Ohio House of Representatives Human Services Subcommittee, 
Lester Lynd of Lynd Fruit Farms illustrates the best use of the 
OASPA:  

“In the fall of 1999, we had a huge crop of apples and the 
market was depressed. We were not looking for charity, a 
handout, and certainly not a tax write off. All we wanted was 
a fair price for a good product. Our fi rst sale of apples was to 
Shared Harvest Foodbank in Fairfi eld, near Cincinnati. This was 
important enough that I delivered these apples personally. This 
is where I met Tina Osso. By the time that she expressed to me 
how excited Ohio’s hungry would be to receive a truly fresh ‘fi ve 
a day’ product that they needed and would enjoy, I not only felt 
good, but I knew what the true meaning of win-win was.”

Overview
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Steps in the Production Alliance ProcessSteps in the Production Alliance Process

In simplifi ed terms, the development of a Production Alliance should fl ow something like this:

Elicit Farmer & 
Grower Involvement

Display at Trade Shows

Talk to Commodity 
Groups, etc.

Purchase & Distribute Product

Advisory Council

Administration Agriculture Expansion

12 Regional Foodbanks

3,000 Member Agencies

Hungry Ohioans

Staffi ng

Financial 
Aspects

Foodbank 
Relations

Processing 
Agricultural 
Products

Study State 
Agriculture

Watch Produce 
Market

Capacity 
Building

Equipment 
Grants

Program Chart
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The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks is an umbrella organization for the 12 America’s 
Second Harvest Foodbanks in the State of Ohio. The organization provides coordination and cooperation 
for statewide foodbanking and food security efforts. The Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance 
(OASPA) is a program of the OASHF. Administrative duties of a production alliance should include the 
following.

Coordination of the Advisory CouncilCoordination of the Advisory Council

Administrators of the program create and coordinate the Advisory Council and call meetings when 
necessary. In Ohio, program administrators also serve as a link between the OASHF Board and the 
OASPA Advisory Council. If you are interested in participating in or serving on the Advisory Council, 
please contact Erin Sherwood Wright, erin_oashf@ameritech.net of (614) 221-4336.

LegislationLegislation

Administrative and Advisory Council duties include public policy advocacy at the state level. The 
Executive Director of OASHF serves as the public policy advocate for the OASPA working in conjunction 
with the Advisory Council in an effort to maintain and increase funding through an earmark in the 
State Biannual Budget.  

FinancesFinances

The OASPA is responsible for handling all fi nancial aspects of the program and maintaining sound 
fi scal practices. No shared maintenance is charged to member agencies for any OASPA product. 
Legislative funds are used for four basic purposes: reimbursement to growers for the picking, packing, 
and processing of agricultural surplus, transportation, and reimbursements to foodbanks for storage 
and distribution, and Capacity Building Grants for member agencies. A minimal amount is reimbursed 
to foodbanks for storage and distribution costs. In State Fiscal Year 2004, the reimbursement rate 
was $.023 per pound.

Shipping and Receiving RecordsShipping and Receiving Records

Three forms are used in the receipting process, they include a signed bill of lading, a receiving 
report from the foodbank, and an invoice from the farmer or grower:

• The bill of lading is a type of receipt. It is given to the foodbank by the farmer or supplier 
and signed by the dock personnel at the foodbank to record the agricultural surplus product 
that is delivered to a particular foodbank.

• The foodbank then fi lls out a receiving report, recording exactly what produce was received 
by type, case, case weight, total product, and condition.

• Finally, an invoice is sent from the farmer or grower to OASHF for reimbursement for picking, 
packaging, and processing costs. 

The OASHF offi ce pays all invoices.

Administration
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The OASPA Advisory Council grew out of discussions between the Ohio Association of Second 
Harvest Foodbanks and The Ohio State University (OSU). Members of OSU faculty and staff were 
indispensable in bringing together members of the agricultural community that would be effective in 
advising the administration of the OASPA.  

Representatives from a variety of backgrounds and expertise sit as members of our OASPA Advisory 
Council. Suggestions for representatives include; foodbankers, extension agents, food, nutrition, and 
agriculture professors from state universities, representatives from the USDA, growers and producers 
from statewide associations, marketing representatives, food processors, farmers and growers, 
commodity groups, and members of the State Department of Agriculture.

One of the basic tenets of the OASPA philosophy is that the program should not impact the 
market for agricultural products. Therefore, stipulations have been created for the management of 
the Production Alliance:

• OASPA products must be considered surplus produce.  
• The Production Alliance should not become a market, or pay market price, for agricultural 

products.  
• The Production Alliance should not focus on any one particular product and or otherwise 

harm the business of farmers and growers. 

Stipulations are also made regarding the wholesome of produce. Produce must be of good quality, 
only product of retail grade or greater is accepted. Produce may be off specifi cations in color or shape, 
but quality must remain high.  

The Advisory Council meets as needed and is responsible for several general areas. This Council 
provides information regarding the growing season, crop prices, market trends and other expertise for 
the effective development of the Production Alliance. Council members develop a network within the 
community in order to connect the foodbanking and agricultural worlds. The Advisory Council advises 
the Production Alliance Coordinator on market trends and possibilities. In establishing a program, the 
Advisory Council should meet in late winter or early spring to prepare for the coming harvest.

  

Advisory Council
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OASPA is also responsible for distributing information about the program in general. An annual 
report is distributed by the OASHF each year, and specifi c information about the Production Alliance 
is included. 

If you are interested in receiving a current report, 
please contact Erin Sherwood Wright, erin_oashf@ameritech.net or (614) 221-4336.

Media CoverageMedia Coverage

Media coverage of the Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance Program has increased the 
awareness of and participation from Ohio’s farming community.

• Trade publications such as Farm and Dairy or The Packer run articles and advertisements 
on the program, or publish feature stories on the Production Alliance.

• Mainstream media such as local daily papers and electronic media outlets are contacted to 
run feature stories before and during harvest time.

Publications and MaterialsPublications and Materials

• Distr ibuting publ ications spreads 
awareness of the program.

• Descriptive brochures (see page 15) are 
handed out at agricultural trade shows, 
meetings, agencies, etc.

• Reminder fl iers and post cards are sent 
to farmers to keep them informed of the 
program.

• If available, always refer potential vendors 
to your web site for more information on 
your programs and services. 

For more information on the Ohio Association For more information on the Ohio Association 
of Second Harvest Foodbanks, its programs of Second Harvest Foodbanks, its programs 
and services, and the Ohio Agricultural and services, and the Ohio Agricultural 
Surplus Production Alliance please visit Surplus Production Alliance please visit 

www.oashf.orgwww.oashf.org.

Apples
Beans

Cabbage
Cantaloupe

Celery
Chicken

Cucumbers
Eggplant

Eggs
Gourds
Greens
Lettuce
Melons

Nectarines
Onions

Parsnips
Peaches

Pears
Peppers
Pickles
Plums

Potatoes
Pumpkins
Radishes
Rhubarb
Spinach
Squash

Sweet Corn
Tomatoes

Watermelon
Zucchini

DON'T DUMP
SURPLUS CROPS!

Contact us:
614.221.4336 or harvest@ameritech.net

For more information please visit oashf.org

Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks

THE OHIO ASSOCIATION OF
SECOND HARVEST FOODBANKS

DISTRIBUTES THIS WHOLESOME FOOD
TO HUNGRY OHIOANS

Ohio Agricultural Surplus
Production Alliance

Needs You To Help Feed
Ohio's Hungry

We need and will reimburse you for:
surplus and unmarketable products,
cleaning and packaging services,
transportation and storage services.

Reminder Flyer



7Farmer Involvement

“As I care for and nurture the apple trees over the years, it takes time 
and money and / do not care to grow fruit just to let it rot and decay. There 
are so many people that are in need of food that can be helped by this good 
program. If the Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance hadn’t been 
started, I would have been dumping more good apples, my debt would have 
increased because of higher loan amounts for operation, and the people that 
needed food would have gone hungry.” 

-Terry L. Gram, Arrowhead Orchard, Testimony, Ohio Senate, May 2001

OASPA has developed a positive relationship between the agricultural 
and emergency food communities. It is a winning situation for both the farmers and the foodbanks. 
Farmers recover minimal costs for their products and food pantries and soup kitchens receive fresh 
produce. An important goal of the OASPA is to support Ohio agriculture and the family farmer by 
providing an economic boost to the Ohio farm industry. Reaching farmers, soliciting their involvement, 
and maintaining a positive relationship with them is vital to the success of the program. The Ohio 
Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks nurtures these relationships through:

Trade Shows/Conferences/Program PresentationsTrade Shows/Conferences/Program Presentations

The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks displays at the Ohio 
State University’s Farm Science Review and the Ohio Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers Congress. If your association holds conferences and wish to 
have the Association display or make a presentation, please contact Erin 
Sherwood Wright, Erin_oashf@ameritech.net or (614) 221-4336.

Commodity GroupsCommodity Groups

A number of commodity groups including Fruit Growers Marketing 
Association and the Ohio Poultry Association currently participate in the 
OASPA.

MailingsMailings

The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks works to identify 
interested producers by sending information, updates, and reminders, 
especially before the harvest.

Grower of the Year AwardsGrower of the Year Awards

Farmers and growers participating in the OASPA 
receive recognition awards at the OASHF’s statewide 
annual foodbank conference. These awards permit OASHF 
to recognize and acknowledge the signifi cant difference 
our partners make to the food banks, the agencies, and 
ultimately the hungry.



8 How to Participate

The farmers and growers contact the Ohio 
Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks, (614) 
221.4336, with details about their produce, timeline, 
and delivery area (if they have delivery capacity). If 
there is enough produce for all foodbanks, an all-
points fax is sent out and arrangements are made. If 
the farmer or grower can only deliver to a particular 
area, faxes are limited to that area and foodbanks 
check on cooler space availability and accept if 
possible. If there is a limited amount of produce that 
can be delivered anywhere, all foodbanks are notifi ed 
and produce is awarded on a fi rst-come fi rst-served 
basis within 24 hours. 

Invoices and bills of lading are sent to the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks by fax 
or mail. Checks are then issued by OASHF to pay the farmers.

If you have product, contact the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks, 
(614) 2214336. OASHF places all orders with suppliers and pays all invoices.

Shipping and Product DistributionShipping and Product Distribution

When the foodbanks accepts the offered product the farmer/grower is notifi ed of placement, 
quantities, and desired delivery dates. Once the delivery date has been assigned, the foodbank is 
contacted with all information on the product, and the farmer or grower is issued a purchase order 
with the delivery date, a contact name, a telephone number, and a shipping address. The farmer/ 
grower is then responsible for calling the foodbank and making a dock appointment.

Upon delivery, the farmer or grower gives the foodbank a bill of lading. The foodbanks send the 
OASHF/Administration a receiving report with a signed copy of the bill of lading to the food program 
coordinator at the OASHF central offi ce. The farmer or grower sends OASHF Administration an invoice. 
Forms are cross-checked and verifi ed and invoices are paid by the OASHF.

Auctions/Farmer’s MarketsAuctions/Farmer’s Markets

Produce auctions are ideal partners. Often there is produce that does not sell due to a glut in 
the market, but all produce needs to be purchased or it will be lost or fed to livestock. Purchasing 
produce at vegetable auctions consists of three 
major pieces: purchasing, foodbank involvement, 
and payments.

The Mt. Hope Produce Auction is a large auction 
where a good deal of produce is offered and 
purchased. OASPA has a designated buyer at the 
produce auction so OASHF staff does not have to 
be physically present. Once produce is purchased, 
foodbanks are notifi ed and, most often, come to pick 
it up at the auction site. If the foodbanks do not 
have transportation capacities, trucks may be hired 
for them. The Production Alliance is then invoiced 
by the produce auction for product purchased.



9Processing

The processing component serves several functions for the OASPA. 
One important piece is providing a variety of truly good foods for 
pantry and soup kitchen clients, such as apple butter and apple cider. 
Processing involves all levels of the food chain, from the growers 
through processors to the foodbanks, in the greater purpose of caring 
for individuals. When foodbanks, food pantries, and soup kitchens 
become saturated with apples in Ohio, the processing component 
makes use of the abundant harvest in our state.

Recognizing Surplus and Processing PotentialRecognizing Surplus and Processing Potential

For processing to be a sound step forward, there must truly be a 
surplus of the product. Foodbanks should be full, and product should 
still be coming in. This component works best if there is a specifi c 
product that is abundant in the area. The OASPA Advisory Council 
is responsible to oversee the preparations once the surplus and the 
processed product is identifi ed. Then, processing procedures are 
repeated year after year.

Additional OptionsAdditional Options

Other routes may be taken with the processing component. For example, the Fruit Grower’s 
Marketing Association in Ohio handles apple cider production. They purchase the apples, deal with 
the processor, and communicate with the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks’ offi ce about 
availability and transportation.

Processor Responsibilities
PackingPacking

• The processor provides the packaging materials needed 
(included in the processing cost). 
 In the case of apple butter, the processor grades the 

apples, processes them into apple butter, and packs 
it into jars.

• Foodbanks can be responsible for applying labels if it would 
be cost prohibitive to have the processor apply them. 
Specifi cs are negotiated with individual processors.

TransportationTransportation

Transportation is handled in one of three ways.

• The grower delivers the product and transportation costs 
are included in their reimbursement.

• If farmers and growers cannot provide transportation then 
the foodbanks may pick up product from growers. 

• A third party carrier may be hired and paid by the 
Production Alliance.
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ParticipationParticipation
 
Information on the production alliance must be dispersed to foodbanks to elicit participation; 

send out letters, brochures, and pamphlets or use existing networks. Increased nutritional value and 
product volume are benefi ts of the Production Alliance for the foodbanks. Informal networks and formal 
organizations such as America’s Second Harvest are sources for identifying foodbanks and acquiring 
their participation and assistance.

OASHF/Administrative ResponsibilitiesOASHF/Administrative Responsibilities
 
• The administrators of the program are responsible for sending out surveys to gauge the 

capabilities of foodbanks to handle produce.  
• They are also a partner in administering Capacity Building Grants. These grants increase 

the member agency’s ability to serve by purchasing equipment that enhances and expands 
their capabilities. Additionally, Innovative Program Grants, an important part of capacity 
building efforts, provide funding for conferences, training, or technical assistance. 

• Contracts must also be sent out to solidify the relationship between the foodbank and the 
Production Alliance. 

Financial InformationFinancial Information
 
• No shared maintenance fees may be charged on any OASPA product. 
• The Production Alliance reimburses regional foodbanks for storage and distribution of 

product on a per pound basis. This is minimal, last year it was only $0.017 per lb. 
• Regional Foodbanks must submit copies of their monthly inventory reports as documentation 

of actual costs incurred in the distribution of Production Alliance Product, and the Production 
Alliance reimburses towards these costs. 

ReportingReporting
 
• Foodbanks must have and report their employer identifi cation number. 
• OASPA inventory must be recorded, maintained, and reported monthly to OASHF.
• Quarterly report forms are sent within 45 days of the end of each quarter. 
• A Food Distribution Report must be included in the quarterly report, this is simply a statement 

of the number of clients served and their demographic information. 

CommunicationCommunication

Once participation in the OASPA has begun, a relationship is established. When product begins to 
be offered, the communication process works like this:

• Farmers call the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks with an offer.
• Information is gathered about which foodbanks the grower can or will deliver to, delivery 

dates, and quantity and quality of the produce.
• A fax or e-mail is sent out to the appropriate foodbanks.
• Foodbanks respond and produce is awarded on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.
• Transportation and pricing are negotiated.
• An order is placed with both the farmer or grower, and foodbank by the OASPA offi ce.
• Product is delivered to the foodbank.
• The foodbank sends a Receiving Report with a copy of the Bill of Lading from the grower 

to OASHF’s Offi ce within 72 hours of delivery.
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The Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance is a multifaceted 
program that has grown and developed quickly in its short existence. 
There have been challenges, successes, discoveries, and visions for the 
future. Now, it is our hope that other states, partners, and organizations 
will be able to participate.

The three major problems within the OASPA program have been: 
locating funding to administer the program and hire staff, the capacity 
of smaller foodbanks to handle larger amounts of produce, and the 
logistical challenge of moving produce from where it is grown to the 
areas of the state that need it the most. Movement of produce can be 
cost prohibitive in smaller quantities. The problems related to foodbank 
participation are complex. Smaller foodbanks often lack transportation 
and storage capabilities, and lose out on fresh produce. The capacity 

building component of the OASPA so far has only reached out to agencies, fi nding funding to increase 
the capacities of smaller foodbanks currently needs help to expand the scope of the OASPA program. 
Cooperative efforts and donations to the OASHF helps to overcome this gap.

Overall, the OASPA has been extremely successful, and has grown 
each year. Between October of 1999 through June of 2004, the OASHF 
distributed over 32,535,200 pounds of fresh apples, crisp peppers, sweet 
corn, eggs, chicken, and juicy peaches and more to foodbanks, food 
pantries, soup kitchens, and ultimately, hungry Ohioans. It has successful 
providing over 4,369 freezers, hand carts, dollies, printers and fax machines 
to expand the capacity of the agencies and make the jobs of food providers 
easier. 

James E. Gepperth, Catholic Charities Services, Lorain County, states 
that the Production Alliance has helped him to give needy families both 
help and hope, which is the true measure of success for the program.

If you are interested in participating in the Ohio Agricultural Surplus 
Production Alliance or becoming a member of the Advisory Council, please 
contact Erin Sherwood Wright, erin_oashf@ameritech.net or (614) 221-4336. 
Tax deductible donations, helping to support the OASPA, are also welcome. 
The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks and all 12 regional 
foodbanks are all not-for-profi t 501-3-C organizations.



12

Product Packaging CostProduct Packaging Cost

Apples  Case (10x4#) $8.00

Beans, Green Bushel $5.00

Beets  Case (20# average) $5.00

Cabbage  Per Head $.25 - $.301

Cabbage  50# Bag $5.00

Cantaloupe Each (small to large)  $.25 - $.501

Celery  Case (2 - 4 dozen)  $4.00 - $5.00

Chicken  Case (40# average) $.36/# average

Corn: Sweet, Yellow, White Tote (4.5 dozen average) $0.90 - $1.25

Cucumbers Bushel  $5.00

Eggplant  ½ Bushel $4.00 - $5.00

Eggs  Case (15 Dozen) $.33 - $.60/dozen

Greens: Collard, Mustard, Turnip, etc. 1 Bushel $5.00

Lettuce: Bibb, Boston, Romaine, etc. Case (24 Count) $5.00

Melons  Each (small to large)  $.25 - $.50

Nectarines Case  (24# average) $10.00

Onions: Bulb Bundles (12 count) $5.00

Onions: Green 48 Bunch $5.00

Parsnips  Tote (20# average) $5.00

Peaches  ½ Bushel $11.00

Pears  Bushel  $8.00

Peppers: Green, Hungarian, Suntan 1 Bushel $5.00

Plums  ½ Bushel $7.50

Potatoes  10# Bag  $.62

Pumpkin: Pie Case (20# average) $2.00

Radishes  Case (14/1#) $5.00

Spinach  Case (24 Count) $5.00

Squash: Acorn, Spaghetti, Summer, etc. 1 Bushel $5.00

  Bin (approx 800-1,000) $45.00 

Tomato: Red, Roma, Canner Case (20 - 25# average) $.25/#

Turnips  Case (25# average) $5.00

Watermelons Each $.30 - $.751

Zucchini  Case (20 - 25# average) $5.00

On average, add $.50/case for transportation.  
1Items purchased as “Each,” transportation cost included.

2003 OASPA Reimbursement Rates
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What is the Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance?
The Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance is an innovative partnership between the Ohio 
Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks, the agricultural community, food processors and the 
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. It creates a link between the farm commodity 
producers, processors, foodbanks and emergency food assistance providers.

Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks
35 East Gay Street, Suite 502

Columbus, Ohio 43215
Lisa Hamler-Podolski, Executive Director

614.221.4336 phone; 614.221.4338 fax
harvest@ameritech.net e-mail

www.oashf.org website

Our Regional Members:
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank

Akron
Cleveland Foodbank

Cleveland
The Foodbank (formerly Emergency Food Bank)

Dayton
FreeStore/FoodBank

Cincinnati
Mid-Ohio FoodBank

Columbus
Second Harvest Foodbank of Champaign, Clark, & Logan Cos.

Springfield
Second Harvest Foodbank of North Central Ohio

Lorain
Second Harvest Foodbank of Southeastern Ohio

Logan
Second Harvest Foodbank of the Mahoning Valley

Youngstown
Shared Harvest Foodbank

Fairfield
Toledo Northwest Ohio Foodbank

Toledo
West Ohio Foodbank

Lima

What are its goals?
The Production Alliance is a collaborative effort with the 
primary goal of producing nutritious, fresh produce, shelf-
stable food products and improved storage capacity to feed 
hungry Ohioans. Other goals include:
� Supporting Ohio agriculture and the family farmer 

by providing an economic boost to the Ohio farm 
industry.
� Building strong relationships between growers, 

commodity producers, food processors and the 
foodbank network.
� Building the capacity of the emergency food provider 

system to acquire, store and distribute food 
products.
� Providing support to small, local businesses working 

with canners and processors.

What are the program benefits?
The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks has 
the resources to make donating surplus products fast, easy 
and benefi cial by: 
� Arranging to have donated products picked up 

promptly.  
� Reimbursing growers, packers and processors for the 

services needed to prepare the donations.  
� Creating positive public relations for producers as 

they join in the fi ght against hunger and food waste.  
� Reducing overhead costs of hauling and landfill 

disposal.  
� Potential tax deductions.

How can you participate?
Here are ways growers and processors can offset some of 
your costs:  
� Donating surplus agricultural commodities.  
� Donating company services required to clean, package 

and otherwise turn usable food items into shelf stable 
products.

� Donating transportation and storage services.

Here’s how the Alliance works:

As an Ohio farm commodity processor or service 
provider, simply call the Ohio Association of Second 
Harvest Foodbanks (614.221.4336) whenever you 
have surplus products.  

The Association will make arrangements to pick up 
or deliver your donated food to Ohio Foodbanks.

Ohio’s Largest Charitable Response to Hunger Ohio’s Largest Charitable Response to Hunger 

Ohio Agricultural 
Surplus Production 

Alliance

TURNING YOUR SURPLUS AND 
UNMARKETABLE AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTS INTO FOOD

TO FEED HUNGRY OHIOANS

A collaboration between 
the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks,

the Ohio Department of Job & Family Services
 and Ohio’s farming community

with funding provided by the 
125th Ohio General Assembly

Ohio Agricultural 
Surplus Production 

Alliance

Informational Brochure
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Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank Dan Flowers, Executive Director 
546 Grant St.; Akron, Ohio 44311 330.535.6900; danf@akroncantonfoodbank.org 
 
Cleveland Foodbank Anne Goodman, Executive Director 
15500 S. Waterloo Rd.; Cleveland, Ohio 44110 216.738.2265; agoodman@clevelandfoodbank.com 
 
The Foodbank, Inc. (formerly Emergency Food Bank) Burma Rai, Executive Director 
427 Washington St.; Dayton, Ohio 45401 937.461.0265; brai@dac.redcross.org
 
FreeStore/FoodBank Steve Gibbs, President & CEO, OASHF Chairman 
1250 Tennessee Ave.; Cincinnati, Ohio 45229 513.482.4500; sgibbs@freestorefoodbank.org 
 
Mid-Ohio Food Bank Matt Habash, Executive Director 
1625 West Mound St.; Columbus, Ohio 43223 614.274.7770; ebbehm@secondharvest.org
 
Second Harvest Foodbank of Clark, Champaign, & Logan Co’s Vince Chase, Executive Director 
641 East High St.; Springfi eld, Ohio 45505 937.325.8715; spfl dcss@hotmail.com
 
Second Harvest Foodbank of North Central Ohio Julie Chase-Morefi eld, Executive Director 
7445 Deer Trail Lane; Lorain, Ohio 44053 440.960.2265; jmorefi eld@secondharvestfoodbank.org 

Second Harvest Foodbank of Southeastern Ohio Dick Stevens, Executive Director
1005 CIC Dr.; Logan, Ohio 43138 740.385.6813; dickstevens@seorfc.com 
 
Second Harvest Foodbank of the Mahoning Valley Michael Iberis, Executive Director 
2805 Salt Springs Rd.; Youngstown, Ohio 44502 330.783.1122; miberis@secondharvest.org
 
Shared Harvest Foodbank Tina Osso, Executive Director 
5901 Dixie Highway; Fairfi eld, Ohio 45014 800.352.3663; tina@sharedharvest.org
 
Toledo-Northwest Ohio Food Bank James Caldwell, President & CEO 
24 East Woodruff Ave.; Toledo, Ohio 43624 419.242.5000; jcaldwell@toledofoodbank.org
 
West Ohio Foodbank Bambi Markham, Executive Director 
123 East Wayne St.; Lima, Ohio 45802 419.222.7946; bambi_westohiofoodbank@hotmail.com
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSASSOCIATE MEMBERS
A.C.T., Inc. Carol Gibbs, President/CEO 
1110 Main St.; Cincinnati, Ohio 45210 513.721.8333; csbgibbs@aol.com
  
Food Pantry Network of Licking County Chuck Moore, Executive Director 
823 Steel Ave.; Newark, Ohio 43055 740.344.7401; foodpantry@alltel.net
 
D. L. Miesse & Associates David Miesse, Executive Director  
415 Wood Lane; Circleville, Ohio 43113 614-402-0228; davemiesse@earthlink.net 
  

OASHF’S Board of Directors
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16 State Funding Fact Sheet; State Fiscal Year 2004 

35 East Gay Street, Suite 502; Columbus, Ohio 43215
Phone 614-221-4336; Fax 614-221-4338; www.oashf.org

© Copyright 2004, No part may be reproduced without expressed written permission 
from the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks.

Ohio Food Program:

During State Fiscal Year 2004, 5,418,269 
million pounds of nutritious shelf stable and 
frozen food was delivered to Ohio’s twelve 
Second Harvest Foodbanks. The $2.5 million 
provided by the 125th Ohio General Assembly 
made possible the purchase and distribution 
of more than 4.3 million meals to hungry 
children and adults throughout Ohio. Food 
purchases included green beans, cereal, 
chili, corn, applesauce, beef stew, frozen 
chicken, soups, canned fruit, macaroni & 
cheese, pork & beans, spaghetti sauce, 
pasta, ravioli, turkey sausage, tuna, peanut 
butter, ground beef, and ground chicken.

When combined with other foods available 
through the foodbank network, these 
purchased foods provide a wholesome food 
package and/or meals to hungry Ohioans 
who rely on emergency food providers. Other 
sources of food included private donations, 
local food drives, USDA commodities, and 
corporate and industry donations.

This food was made available to over 3,000 
food pantries, soup kitchens, and other 
charitable food assistance organizations.

Ohio Agricultural 
Surplus Production Alliance:

Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance (OASPA) 
is a market clearing initiative, which has built strong 
production alliances between Ohio’s agricultural 
commodity producers, growers, and processors to 
provide fresh and shelf stable nutritious foods for 
distribution to low-income Ohioans. The $2 million 
provided by the 125th Ohio General Assembly was 
used to reimburse Ohio’s farmers for harvesting, 
processing, packing, and transporting surplus 
agricultural products.

During State Fiscal Year 2004, 11,387,445 million 
pounds of fresh and processed Ohio-grown and 
raised commodities, including 31 different fruits, and 
vegetables, chicken, turkey, and eggs, were made 
available to over 3,000 charitable food assistance 
organizations, representing over 8.9 million meals.

OASPA also provided $250,000 to help build the 
capacity of Ohio’s emergency food assistance agencies 
through the purchase of refrigerators, freezers, and 
other equipment, and provided training, technical 
assistance and support for innovative programs. The 
equipment purchases enable the pantries and soup 
kitchens to store and distribute more fresh food to 
hungry people.

The Ohio Association of The Ohio Association of 
Second Harvest FoodbanksSecond Harvest Foodbanks

State Fiscal YearState Fiscal Year 2003 Results 2003 Results
July 1, 2003 to June 30, 200July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004

The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks received 
funding to support these programs at a level of $4.5 million SFY 2004.
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This publication would not have been possible without the generous support of:This publication would not have been possible without the generous support of:

Our Funders:Our Funders:

The 125th Ohio General AssemblyThe 125th Ohio General Assembly
Ohio Department of Job and Family ServicesOhio Department of Job and Family Services

The Offi ce of the Ohio Attorney GeneralThe Offi ce of the Ohio Attorney General
Ohio Department of Development, Offi ce of Community ServicesOhio Department of Development, Offi ce of Community Services

Kraft Foods North America, Inc., part of the Altria Family of CompaniesKraft Foods North America, Inc., part of the Altria Family of Companies
The George Gund FoundationThe George Gund Foundation
The Mathile Family FoundationThe Mathile Family Foundation

Share Our StrengthShare Our Strength
MAZON: A Jewish Response to HungerMAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger

Bank One, NABank One, NA
Our Supporters:Our Supporters: 

The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks’ Board of DirectorsThe Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks’ Board of Directors
The Ohio Food Program Purchasing CommitteeThe Ohio Food Program Purchasing Committee

The Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance Advisory CommitteeThe Ohio Agricultural Surplus Production Alliance Advisory Committee
The farmers, growers,and vendors who participate in our effortsThe farmers, growers,and vendors who participate in our efforts

The over 3,000 Member Charities in OhioThe over 3,000 Member Charities in Ohio
Streamline PrintStreamline Print

 
The Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks’ StaffThe Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks’ Staff

Lisa Hamler-Podolski, Lisa Hamler-Podolski, Executive DirectorExecutive Director
Erin Wright, Erin Wright, Design, Production, and Publications Manager Design, Production, and Publications Manager 

Bob Wicks, Bob Wicks, Technology and IT ManagerTechnology and IT Manager 
Denise Youngsteadt-Parrish, Denise Youngsteadt-Parrish, Director of Outreach and EducationDirector of Outreach and Education

James AndersonJames Anderson, , AmeriAmeriCorp VISTA Corp VISTA WorkerWorker

Funders, Supporters, and Staff
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Ohio’s Largest Charitable Response to Hunger

Mission and Vision Statement

The Mission of the Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks is to maximize the effectiveness of 
Second Harvest Foodbanks in Ohio in providing food to feed hungry people. 

To accomplish its mission the Association will:

Identify common issues, problems, and opportunities among members,
Create food and monetary resources, both public and private,
Represent the Foodbanks in national and state forums, and
Maintain sound management practices and business relationships with stakeholders.


